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To whom it may concern

RE: Inquiry into the impact of road safety behaviours on vulnerable road users

Thank you for the opportunity to respond to the road safety inquiry.

The bicycle industry is supportive of improved safety for all road users, especially vulnerable road users. 

As an industry we support the Victorian Governments initiative but are concerned that with a second inquiry into road safety in a 4 year period, and the third in a 10 year period, this inquiry must lead to action, not a further Senate Inquiries. 

We look forward to working with the committee to reduce the risk to vulnerable road users on Victorian roads.

Please find the industries response.

Regards 
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Peter Bourke
GENERAL MANAGER








The industry supports the joint submission from the Amy Gillett Foundation, Auscycling and WeRide Australia.

Along with the items highlighted in the abovementieond submission, the industry would like to highlight the that it supports the stry;

· The industry supports the adoption and implementation of the recommendations, the Mar 2021 Inquiry into the increase in Victoria’s road toll report,

· While there are a number of actions from the report, the Government has failed strongly in achieving is the collection, collation and publishing of accurate data. We don’t know what happened during the pandemic for injuries as the data is not available.








An item highlighted through the Pandemic was the growth in home delivery services, predominantly food, through companies including Uber eats and Door Dash.

The growth in the use of these services was reflected in the growth the use of e-mobility devices, specifically e-bikes. These e-bikes are often not to current regulations and therefore deemed an illegal motorbike.

While Victoria has not been impacted by the death of delivery riders, NSW was faced with 5 fatalities in a single year. 

To improve the safety of vulnerable road users, the industry, believes the Government must work with industry leaders to ;
· determine the most appropriate legislative framework and enforcement to promote the sale and use of safe, quality and legal products.

This key outcome of such action would be

· Review of current e-bike legislation,
· Adoption of best practice international sale and usage laws for e-bikes, 
· Enforcement of legal requirements of e-bikes, and
· Lobby of federal departments for national stanadardisation of international best practice for ebikes.

· The improvement in design of sale and usage laws for e-bikes would improve the quality of product utilised, reducing negative perceptions and incidents. 

· It would also reduce the risks associated with lithium-ion battery issues for e-mobility users. 

· The outcome would also reduce after market modifications, a key indicator in incidents relating to the e-bike user and e-bike itself. 
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